
January 11, 2026 
Baptism of the Lord 

10:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Gathering those who fear they are not enough,  
so we may experience grace, wholeness, and renewal as God’s beloved. 

 

 

 
 

We Gather to Praise God 
 

PRELUDE 
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  arr. Bruce Neswick (b. 1956) 

RINGING OF THE BELL AND INTROIT 
O Sing, O Sing, This Wonderful Morn  Douglas E. Wagner (b. 1952) 

O sing, O sing, this wonderful morn. Our highest praises now we bring; 
To Christ, the morning light, we sing, Alleluia! 

WELCOME Megan Klose 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit hovered over the waters of the deep.  

ALL: In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the earth and humankind.  
ONE: God caused the waters to part so that Israel could cross from slavery to liberation. 
ALL: God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s womb.  
 

* Please rise in body or spirit  



ONE: Jesus taught us how to live by washing his disciples’ feet in water.  

ALL: Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman, the first person 
to recognize that he was the Christ. 

ONE: Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ. 
ALL:  God meant for Jesus to be the firstborn in a large family. Praise be!  

* GATHERING HYMN 634  To God Be the Glory 
CALL TO CONFESSION Molly Good 

Let us be bold and confess our sins, for God is gracious and always ready to 
forgive. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
God of love and compassion, you have come into the world and yet we 
have not recognized you. Forgive our lack of insight and open our eyes to 
see you here and now, that we may receive your grace through Jesus our 
Christ. Amen.  
Personal Prayer in Silence 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Yena Hwang 
ONE: Friends, hear the good news. In the waters of baptism, our sins and 

shortcomings are washed away. In Christ, we have received grace upon 
grace. Trust and believe the good news and be at peace. 

ALL: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live a new life in him. 
Thanks be to God! 

* SING GLORY TO GOD #583  

 

 

 
* PASSING THE PEACE 

ONE: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 



We Listen for God’s Word 
SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 451 (v. 2) Open My Eyes, That I May See 

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear. 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.  
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  
Open my ears; illumine me, Spirit divine!  

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 42:1-9 Molly Good 

ONE: The Word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

SENSES OF SCRIPTURE Cali Bronkema 
Children ages 4 and up are invited to continue their worship at Godly Play in Room 204. 
Middle and High School Youth are invited to continue their worship at Bagels & Bibles on the 
third floor. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 3:13-17 Yena Hwang 
ONE: The Word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON vulnerable God Yena Hwang 

We Respond to God’s Word 
* HYMN 375  Shall We Gather at the River 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) Megan Klose 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who 
inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through 
Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the 
waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. Amen. 

  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Molly Good 
ONE: Lord in your mercy, 
ALL: Hear our prayer. 

The Prayers of the People are offered on behalf of and with the congregation, usually by an elder 
who is currently serving or has previously served on Session. Prayer requests can be sent to 
Pastors Yena and Megan at prayers@fallschurchpresby.org. 

Prayers of Joy: 
Sarah and Andrew Weller on the birth of their daughter, Camille Margie Weller 

Please keep in your prayers: 
Elizabeth Shipley-Moses, in the hospital following a back injury 
Katharine Stewart, recovering from the flu and Covid 
Landon Fox, mother of Katharine Stewart, recuperating in a rehab facility 
Karen Rasmussen, recovering from a fall 
Margaret Beatty, mother of Sam Beatty, in the hospital 
Carrie Lake and family on the death of her mother, Sharyce Secundo, on Jan. 5 
Cynthia Hintze, sister of Carol Kercheval, recovering from surgery 

Ongoing prayer concerns: 
FCPC members: Doug Ammons, Andrea Brown, Avery Burns, Winnie Harris- 

Zoellner, Ruth Mileham, Ken Waugh 
Relatives and friends: Carolyn Armstrong, mother of Scott Armstrong; Jim Cardinal, 

father of Theresa Brown; Vincent DiPerno, nephew of Paige Whitlock; Anne 
Marie Growney, mother of Karen and Chris Growney; Matt Klaus, colleague of 
Frank Burdette; Ansley McCraw, niece of Shawn Sledge 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

MINUTE FOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN Richie Musser, Rachel Musser 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST Megan Klose 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
Please support the mission and ministry of the church with your financial contributions. 
Offerings can be placed in the offering plate, mailed to the church office, given online 
through our secure giving portal (fcpc.breezechms.com/give/online), texted to give at 
7037751355, or scanned using the QR code.   



OFFERTORY  
 Gather By the River to Pray arr. Pepper Choplin (b. 1957) 

As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ole way; 
and who shall wear the starry crown? Good Lord, show me the way. 

O brother, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down, down to the river to pray. 
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod,  

with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 
Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev’ry burden down; 
grace our spirits will deliver and provide a robe and crown. 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;  
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.  

So let’s go down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ole way;  
and who shall wear the starry crown? Good Lord, show me the way. 

Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease;  
soon our happy hearts will quiver with melody of peace.  

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, beautiful river;  
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

* DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
We Are Sent into the World 

* SENDING HYMN 297 In Christ Called to Baptize 

* CHARGE AND BLESSING Yena Hwang 
* CHORAL BENEDICTION  

We Have Heard Your Word  Ruth Elaine Schram (b. 1956)  
We have heard Your Word, O Lord, and together sung Your praise.  

Help us now, O Lord, to take what we’ve learned into the coming days.   



POSTLUDE 
Come, Christians, Join to Sing arr. Don Wyrtzen (b. 1942) 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License #A-721003. All rights reserved. 

Supporting Us in Worship 
Worship Leader Molly Good 
Ushers Stacey Cruse, Steve Rutsch 
Audio/Video Rick Choi 
Sexton Molly Good 
Sanctuary Flowers The flowers today are given to the glory of God by Marsha 

and Lowell Schuyler in appreciation for the beautiful Advent 
and Christmas music provided by our choir, staff, and guest 
musicians. 

A Warm Welcome 
Thank you for joining us in worship this morning. Please sign the red welcome pad 

which can be found at the end of the pew, then pass the pad along to your neighbor.  
There are nametag boards outside of the sanctuary side entrance. Please make a 

nametag and wear it as a sign of hospitality.  
Large-print bulletins are available at the sanctuary entrances. Portable electronic 

hearing devices are available in the narthex.  
A recording of today’s service can be found at www.fallschurchpresby.org/sermon. 
If you would like to learn more about our family of faith, talk to one of the pastors 

or email Pastor Yena (yhwang@fallschurchpresby.org) or Pastor Megan 
(mklose@fallschurchpresby.org). Please visit our website for more information. 

Children in Worship 
Children are always welcome in our services. The Kids’ Corner at the front right 
side of the Sanctuary is where children and their grownups can play, read, or color 
quietly while in worship. The Cozy Corner along the right wall of the sanctuary  
has sensory toys and headphones. Children up to age 4: Child care is offered in 
Room 201 by paid nursery staff. Children age 4 and up: Godly Play is offered in 
Room 204 following Senses of Scripture. 

Fellowship Hour                                                                                                            
Please join us in Fellowship Hall following worship to greet your neighbors and 
enjoy some light refreshments. Hosted by the Community Building Ministry Team. 



Announcements 
Capital Campaign Feasibility Study/Meet & Greet the Mussers. Join us in 
Fellowship Hall following worship today for a special Meet & Greet to kick off 
FCPC’s Capital Campaign, which starts today with a feasibility study. We welcome 
Richie and Rachel Musser from Kirby-Smith Associates, who will be leading us 
through this important process. Richie will speak briefly during today’s service then 
join us for fellowship hour. This is your chance to meet the Mussers and learn more 
about the study as we discern God’s future direction for our church.  
David Wilson Farewell Reception, Jan. 18. Facility Manager David Wilson will be 
leaving FCPC at the end of January. David has worked extremely hard to address the 
many issues of this old church, and we know you will want to share your gratitude 
with David at the reception in his honor on Jan. 18. However, some of you may want 
to give a more tangible gift of thanks. To that end, we will be collecting monetary gifts 
which we will combine and present to David on Jan. 18 during worship. If you would 
like to participate, simply donate online or mail your check to the church, attention 
Catherine Payling, clearly marked as a gift for David Wilson. 
Godly Play Training, Thursday, Jan. 29. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Room 204 (Godly 
Play Room). All those interested in learning about the Godly Play program, for those 
wanting a refresher course, and for those interested in being a Storyteller or 
Doorkeeper are welcome to participate. Lunch will be provided. Please contact Anne 
Mugler at annermugler@gmail.com if you plan to attend.  
New Members Class, Feb. 1. 11:15 a.m., Conference Room. Pastor Yena will hold a 
class for those who are interested in learning more about joining our faith community. 
Please contact Pastor Yena or the church office if you are interested in attending. 
Flowers for Worship. The 2026 flower calendar is available for those who would like 
to donate flowers in honor, memory, or celebration of loved ones or special events. 
Choose a Sunday that is special to you, reserve it before the calendar fills up, and add 
the beauty of nature to the beauty of our worship service. Once you sign up, you can 
sit back and wait for the Flower Committee to contact you and handle all the details. 
The link to the flower calendar is in the Friday egram and on the FCPC website. 
Save the Date for these upcoming events: 

Feb. 8 – Annual Scout Pancake Breakfast following worship 
Feb. 18 – Ash Wednesday simple supper followed by worship service 
Feb. 22 – Annual Meeting of the FCPC Corporation and Congregation  

 



Calendar 
Sunday, January 11 – Baptism of the Lord 

Confirmation Class, 9:00 a.m., Room 301 
Serendipity Class, 9:00 a.m., Conference Room 
VOICE + Justice Ministry Team, 9:00 a.m., Third Floor 
Worship Service, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary, in person or online 
Capital Campaign Feasibility Study, 11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Bagels & Bibles (grades 7 & up), during Worship, Third Floor 
Dinner & Devos (youth) – 6:00 p.m., Chipotle Falls Church 

Monday, January 12 – Prayer & Pose Yoga, 5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday, January 13 – Tuesday Morning Prayer Group, 8:30 a.m., Zoom 
 Session, 7:00 p.m., Library 
Wednesday, January 14  

Wednesday Evening Project 66/52 Group, 7:00 p.m., Zoom 
66/52 Bible Book Club, 8:00 p.m., Zoom 

Thursday, January 15 – Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:00 p.m., Choir Room 
Friday, January 16 – The Bridge (grades 3-6), 6:00 p.m., Hodgson Residence  
Saturday, January 17 – Bible Study & Fellowship Group, 8:00 a.m., Parlor 

Youth Winter Retreat (Day 1/3), Massanetta 
Sunday, January 18 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Youth Winter Retreat (Day 2/3), Massanetta  
Serendipity Class, 9:00 a.m., Conference Room 
Worship Service, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary, in person or online 
Farewell Reception for David Wilson, 11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 
 

Falls Church Presbyterian belongs to the Covenant Network of Presbyterians, “working for the unity 
of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking understanding and reconciliation, 

and joining with others seeking a still more just and inclusive church.”  
Falls Church Presbyterian is also a Matthew 25 church seeking to build congregational vitality, 

dismantle structural racism, and eradicate systemic poverty. 
 

The Rev. Yena Hwang, Pastor | The Rev. Megan Klose, Associate Pastor 
Cali Bronkema, Director of Children & Youth Ministry 

Dr. Don Armstrong, Director of Music | Dr. Lisa Bloy, Organist 
 

225 East Broad Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 | 703-532-6518 |www.fallschurchpresby.org 
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