
    

 
 

 

 

 

Gathering those who fear they are not enough,  
so we may experience grace, wholeness, and renewal as God’s beloved. 

 

 

 

   Advent artwork by Megan Klose, 2025 

 

Today we hear Johann Sebastian Bach’s cantata “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” 
(Sleepers, Wake, a Voice is Calling). Written for the Twenty-Seventh Sunday after 

Trinity, a rare liturgical occurrence, this music is a meditation on Jesus’ parable of the wise 
and foolish virgins who appear in Matthew 25. The cantata calls us to open our eyes and 

hearts to the coming of Christ, our Bridegroom. Bach invites us to hear the midnight cry, to 
prepare our lives with faith and hope, and to join in the deep joy of God’s promised 

banquet through his music. May this message set in music of Bach awaken us to embrace the 
“already and not yet” coming of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 
 

December 7, 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Sermon in Music Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 



 

We Gather to Praise God 

PRELUDE 
Adagio, 2nd Movement, from Christmas Concerto, Op. 6, No. 8 
 Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713) 

RINGING OF THE BELL & INTROIT  
Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus Deiterich Buxtenhude (1637-1707) 

O come, Lord Jesus! Bring your light! Come down in love Emmanuel.  
We wait for your birth. Come, Lord Jesus! 

WELCOME Megan Klose 

* ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING AND CALL TO WORSHIP Paige Whitlock 
ONE: We light this candle as a symbol of the peace we have in the promise of 

the Lord’s coming.  
ALL: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice before the Lord, 

for Christ is coming to judge the world with righteousness and 
truth.  

ONE: We come to worship the one who came to bring hope, peace, joy, and 
love. 

ALL: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

* GATHERING HYMN 133 (vv. 1 & 3) O Come, All Ye Faithful  

CALL TO CONFESSION Marnie Sarver 
ONE: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sins.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ALL: We confess that you have sent prophets and we have not listened. 
We have insisted on our own way, rather than discerning and 
heeding the Holy Spirit. Forgive us, we pray, for all the ways we 
have forsaken peace and/or stood in the pathway to peace. Help us 
to resist the false comfort brought on by keeping the status quo. 
Help us to participate in creating true peace whenever possible. 
Help us to stay alert and awake for your return. 

Personal prayer in silence 

 

* Please rise in body or spirit 



 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Yena Hwang 
ONE: Confident of God’s promise to forgive us, let us receive God’s pardon 

and peace.  

ALL: Thanks be to God, Amen. 

* SING GLORY TO GOD 

  
 

 
 

* PASSING THE PEACE Yena Hwang 
ONE: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

We Listen for God’s Word 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Matthew 25:1–13 Marnie Sarver 
 

SENSES OF SCRIPTURE  Cali Bronkema 

Children ages 3 and up are invited to continue their worship at Godly Play in Room 204. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Marnie Sarver 
ONE: Lord in your mercy, 
ALL: Hear our prayer. 
The Prayers of the People are offered on behalf of and with the congregation, usually by an 
ordained elder. Prayer requests can be sent to Pastors Yena and Megan at 
prayers@fallschurchpresby.org. 

Please keep in your prayers: 
Helen Waugh, following hip replacement surgery on Dec. 5 
Anne Marie Growney, mother of Karen and Chris Growney, undergoing 
surgery on Dec. 18 

  



 

Ongoing prayer concerns: 
FCPC members: Doug Ammons, Andrea Brown, Avery Burns, Winnie Harris 
Zoellner, Ruth Mileham, Ken Waugh. Relatives and friends: Carolyn Armstrong, 
Scott Armstrong’s mother; Jim Cardinal, Theresa Brown’s father; Vincent 
DiPerno, Paige Whitlock’s nephew; Cynthia Hintze, Carol Kercheval’s sister; 
Ansley McCraw, Shawn Sledge’s niece 

GODSPEED TO PAIGE WHITLOCK  Yena Hwang, Megan Klose 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST Megan Klose 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD  

Please support the mission and ministry of the church with your financial contributions.  
Offerings can be placed in the offering plate, mailed to the church office, given online  
through our secure giving portal (fcpc.breezechms.com/give/online), texted to give at 
7037751355, or scanned using the QR code.  

OFFERTORY   
Largo (5th Movement) from Christmas Concerto, Op. 6, No. 8 

 Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713) 

* DOXOLOGY (tune: The First Nowell )  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 

 

  



 

Sermon in Music 

BWV 140 – Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme J.S. Bach (1665-1750) 
Cantata for the Twenty-Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

 

1. Choral  
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, der Wächter sehr hoch auf der Zinne,  
wach auf, du Stadt Jerusalem.  
Mitternacht heißt diese Stunde, sie rufen uns mit hellem Munde, wo seid ihr klu
gen Jungfrauen?  
Wohlauf, der Bräut’gam kömmt, steht auf, die Lampen nehmt, Alleluia!  
Macht euch bereit zu der Hochzeit, ihr müsset ihm entgegen gehn.  
 

1. Chorale 
 Awake, calls the voice to us of the watchmen high up in the tower; awake, you city of 

Jerusalem.  
Midnight the hour is named; they call to us with bright voices; where are you, wise virgins?  
Indeed, the Bridegroom comes; rise up and take your lamps, Alleluia!  
Make yourselves ready for the wedding, you must go to meet him.  

2. Recitative 
Er kommt, er kommt, der Bräut’gam kommt, ihr Töchter Zions, kommt 
heraus, Sein Ausgang eilet aus der Höhe in euer Mutter Haus. 
Der Bräut’gam kommt, der einen Rehe und jungen Hirschen gleich  
auf denen Hügeln springt und euch das Mahl der Hochzeit bringt.  
Wacht auf, ermuntert euch, den Bräut’gam zu empfangen; dort, sehet, 
kommt er hergegangen.  
 

2. Recitative 
 He comes, he comes, the Bridegroom comes, O daughters of Zion, come out, his course runs 

from the heights into your mother's house. The Bridegroom comes, who like a roe and young 
stag leaps upon the hills; to you he brings the wedding feast. Rise up, take heart, to embrace 
the bridegroom; there, look, he comes this way.  

  



 

3. Arie – Duett (Dialog – Seele, Jesus) 
Wenn kömmst du, mein Heil? – Ich komme, dein Teil.   
Ich warte mit brennenden Öle. Eröffne den Saal – Ich öffne den Saal  
zum himmlischen Mahl. Komm, Jesu! – Ich komme, komm, liebliche Seele.   
 

3. Aria – Duet (Dialogue – Soul, Jesus)  
When will you come, my Savior? – I come, as your portion.   
I wait with burning oil. Now open the hall – I open the hall for the heavenly meal.  
Come, Jesus! – I come, come, beloved soul!   

4. Choral 
Zion hört die Wächter singen, das Herz tut ihr vor Freuden springen, sie 
wachet und steht eilend auf.  
Ihr Freund kommt von Himmel prächtig, von Gnaden stark, von Wahrheit 
mächtig, ihr Licht wird hell, ihr Stern geht auf.  
Nun komm, du werte Kron’, HerrJesu, Gottes Sohn, Hosianna!  
Wir folgen all zum Freudensaal und halten mit das Abendmahl. 
 

4. Chorale 
Zion hears the watchmen sing, her heart leaps for joy within her,  
she wakens and hastily arises.  
Her glorious beloved comes from heaven, strong in mercy, powerful in truth, her light 
becomes bright, her star rises. Now come, precious crown, Lord Jesus, the Son of 
God! Hosannah! We all follow to the hall of joy and hold the evening meal together.  

5. Recitative  
So geh herein zu mir, du mir erwählte Braut!  

 Ich habe mich mit dir von Ewigkeit vertraut.  
Dich will ich auf mein Herz, auf meinen Arm gleich wie ein Sigel setzen, und 
dein betrübtes Aug’ ergötzen. Vergiß, o Seele, nun die Angst, den Schmerz,  
den du erdulden müssen; auf meiner Linken sollst du ruhn, und meine Rechte 
soll dich küssen.  
 

5. Recitative 
So come in to me, you my chosen bride! I have to you eternally betrothed myself.  
I will set you upon my heart, upon my arm as a seal, and delight your troubled eye.  
Forget, O soul, now the fear, the pain which you have had to suffer;  
upon my left hand you shall rest, and my right hand shall kiss you.   



 

6. Arie - Duett (Dialog - Seele, Jesus) 
Mein Freund ist mein, – und ich bin dein, – die Liebe soll nichts scheiden. 
 

6. Aria - Duet (Dialogue - Soul, Jesus)  
My friend is mine, – and I am yours, – love will never part us.  

7. Choral  
Gloria sei dir gesungen, mit Menschen- und englischen Zungen, mit Harfen 
und mit Zimbeln schon.  
Von zwölf Perlen sind die Pforten, an deiner Stadt sind wir Konsorten der 
Engel hoch um deine Thron.  
Kein Aug’ hat je gespürt, kein Ohr hat je gehört solche Freude, des sind wir 
froh, io, io, ewig in dulci jubilo. 

 

7. Chorale 
Let Gloria be sung to you with mortal and angelic tongues, with harps and even with 
cymbals. Of twelve pearls the portals are made, In your city we are companions of the angels 
high around your throne. No eye has ever perceived, no ear has ever heard such joy as our 
happiness, io, io, eternally in dulci jubilo!  

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER Yena Hwang, Megan Klose 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table and Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution and Distribution of the Elements 
 Come forward by the center aisle, take bread, dip it into the cup and eat, then return to 

your pew by a side aisle. Bread is gluten-free, cup is non-alcoholic, and yeast-free wafers 
are available. A tray with bread and cups will be brought to those who wish to remain 
seated. 

Prayer after Communion  Megan Klose 

  



 

* SENDING HYMN (tune: Joy to the World) The King Shall Come 

 

 

  

* CHARGE AND BLESSING Yena Hwang 

* CHORAL BENEDICTION 

Advent Amen (traditional) 

POSTLUDE 
Vivace, 3rd Movement, from Christmas Concerto, Op. 6, No. 8   

  Arcangelo Corelli (1653–1713) 

 

Supporting us in Worship 

Worship Leader Marnie Sarver 
Ushers Noah Clymer, Katharine Stewart 
Communion  Eric Rasmussen, Gail Warner 
String Musicians Patrick Lin & Derek Powell, violin; Rosanna Butterfield, cello  
Audio/Video Lexi Hess 
Closing Sexton Marnie Sarver  
  



 

A Warm Welcome 

Thank you for joining us in worship this morning. Please sign the red welcome pad 
which can be found at the end of the pew, then pass the pad along to your neighbor.  

There are nametag boards outside of the sanctuary side entrance. Please make a nametag 
and wear it as a sign of hospitality.  

Large-print bulletins are available at the sanctuary entrances. Portable electronic 
hearing devices are available in the narthex.  

A recording of today’s service can be found at www.fallschurchpresby.org/sermon. 
If you would like to learn more about our family of faith, talk to one of the pastors 

or email Pastor Yena (yhwang@fallschurchpresby.org) or Pastor Megan 
(mklose@fallschurchpresby.org). Please visit our website for more information. 

Children in Worship 

Children are always welcome in our services. The Kids’ Corner at the front right side 
of the Sanctuary is where children and their grownups can play, read, or color quietly 
while in worship. Children up to age 4: Child care is offered in Room 201 by paid 
nursery staff. Children age 3 and up: Godly Play is offered in Room 204 following 
the Senses of Scripture segment. 

Fellowship Hour 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall following worship to greet your neighbors and 
enjoy some light refreshments. Hosted by the Community Building Ministry Team. 

  



 

Announcements 

Holiday Hangout & Christmas Market is tonight, Dec. 7, 5:30 -7:30 p.m., in 
the Fellowship Hall and Loft. Bring a friend, a canned food donation, and a main 
dish or side to share at our potluck dinner. We’ll have cookie decorating and games 
for adults and kids. All ages can shop at the popular Christmas Market, where you 
can find new and previously loved treasures at excellent prices!  

Please hurry, Santas! NVFS Toy Drive ends today! Today is the last day to drop 
off a new, unwrapped toy, game, book, or puzzle for this year’s FCPC-Northern 
Virginia Family Services Toy Drive. Toys are essential tools that support children’s 
physical, cognitive, social, and emotional growth. Last year, FCPC helped NVFS 
provide gifts to more than 2,000 children who might otherwise have gone without. 
Thank you to all who have contributed so far. You can also provide a gift card or 
order a gift on Amazon.com (see link in the Friday egram) through Monday, Dec. 8. 

FCPC Christmas Crèches. Stop by the library during the Advent season to see our 
collection of crèches from around the world. There are 25 crèches on display 
throughout the room. Also featured are Advent and Christmas books for all ages to 
peruse or borrow.  

Longest Night Service, Saturday, Dec. 20, 5:00 p.m. This contemplative service 
is designed to provide comfort, peace, and hope for individuals who may find the 
holiday season difficult due to grief, loss, or personal struggles.  

Christmas Eve Family Service, Wednesday, Dec. 24, 5:00 p.m. A family-friendly 
Lessons & Carols Christmas Eve Service will be held in the sanctuary at 5:00 p.m.  

Candlelight Service, Wednesday, Dec. 24, 8:00 p.m. Join us for a traditional 
Christmas Eve candlelight service with the Chancel Choir and guest string musicians. 

Falls Church Homeless Shelter Dinners. FCPC members provide a warm dinner 
for 14 shelter guests each Monday night during the hypothermia season, which runs 
November 15-March 30. See the Friday egram to learn more and to sign up.  

Project 66/52. The congregation is reading the entire Bible in 2025. Week 49 
reading plan: 

Sun 12/14 Galatians 3, 4, 5, 6 Thu 12/18 Philippians 3, 4 
Mon 12/15 Ephesians 1, 2, 3 Fri 12/19 Colossians 1. 2 
Tue 12/16 Ephesians 4, 5, 6 Sat 12/20 Colossians 3,4 
Wed 12/17 Philippians 1, 2   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%203&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSVUE


 

Church Calendar 

Sunday, December 7 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Hunger Offering Received 
 Serendipity Class, 9:00 a.m., Conference Room 

Sermon in Music Worship Service, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary, in person or online 
Holiday Hangout & Christmas Market, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall & Loft 

Monday, December 8 
Prayer & Pose Yoga, Room 11 (lower level near elevator), 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 9 
Tuesday Morning Prayer Group, 9:00 a.m., Zoom 
Session & Deacons, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Session, 7:00 p.m., Library 

Wednesday, December 10  
Wednesday Evening Project 66/52 Group, 7:00 p.m., Zoom 
66/52 Bible Book Club, 8:00 p.m., Zoom 

Thursday, December 11 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m., Choir Room 

Friday, December 12 

No scheduled events 
Saturday, December 13  

Bible Study & Fellowship Group, 8:00 a.m., Parlor 
Sunday, December 14 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Serendipity Class, 9:00 a.m., Conference Room 
Worship Service, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary, in person or online 
Worship Ministry Team, 11:30 a.m., Conference Room 
Youth Group (grades 6-12) Christmas Party, 6:00 p.m., Third Floor 

  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Falls Church Presbyterian belongs to the Covenant Network of Presbyterians, “working for 
the unity of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking understanding 
and reconciliation, and joining with others seeking a still more just and inclusive church.” 

 
Falls Church Presbyterian is also a Matthew 25 church seeking to build congregational 

vitality, dismantle structural racism, and eradicate systemic poverty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Yena Hwang, Pastor 
The Rev. Megan Klose, Associate Pastor 

Cali Bronkema, Director of Children & Youth Ministry 
Dr. Don Armstrong, Director of Music 

Dr. Lisa Bloy, Organist 

 

225 East Broad Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 
703-532-6518 | www.fallschurchpresby.org 


