
   
 

   
 

    

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Gathering those who fear they are not enough,  
so we may experience grace, wholeness, and renewal as God’s beloved. 

 
 

 
 

“Rubble" by Carmelle Beaugelin | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 
Now this is what happens when you put a new set of eyes on an old text … What kind 
of Christianity would we have if the faith hadn’t only been based upon, “Peter, you are the 
Rock and upon this Rock I will build my church”? But what if we’d always known, 
“Mary, you are the Tower, and by this Tower, and by this Tower we shall all stand”? 
  – Diana Butler Bass 

  

March 26, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

10:45 a.m. 
 

 



   
 

 

We Gather to Praise God 

PRELUDE 
Ich ruf zu dir (I call to you) J.S. Bach (1685-1750)             

RINGING OF THE BELL AND INTROIT 

WELCOME 

* CALL TO WORSHIP**   

ONE: Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the bone? 
ALL:  Have you ever felt grief lay heavy on your back? 

ONE: Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach? 
ALL:  Have you ever wondered, can these bones live? 

ONE: If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is God’s house. 
ALL:  Hope lives here. 

ONE: So come. Rest your weary bones. 
ALL:  Let us worship Holy God. 

* HYMN 634  To God Be the Glory 

DRAW NEAR TO GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE**  
Although Sundays are not actually a part of Lent, our worship in this season seeks to model 
stillness and letting go. We will take a minute of silence to center ourselves in God, and make 
ourselves truly present to the One who is always present to us before making our confession. 

Jesus of Nazareth, I confess: I forget that you know this feeling. I forget 
that you, too, have wept. I forget that you, too, have gathered at the 
tomb, have grieved for a friend, have felt the sting of humanity. 

Forgive me for all the time I place blame on you. Forgive me for all the 
times I create distance, imagining that you could never feel what I feel. 
Forgive me for allowing the valley of dry bones to be a sea of space 
between us.  

Pour yourself into the cracks in my heart. Bring these bones back to life. 
Bring me closer to you. With gratitude I pray. Amen. 

Silence for personal reflection 
 

* Please stand in body or spirit 

 

** Liturgy by or adapted from Rev. Sarah A. Speed │ A Sanctified Art LLC │ sanctifiedart.org 
 



   
 

 

SUNG RESPONSE Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

 

 

RECEIVE GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE, AND PEACE 

* SUNG RESPONSE 

 

 

 

* PASSING THE PEACE 
ONE: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 

Children ages 4 and up are invited to continue their worship at Godly Play in room 59. 

  



   
 

 

We Listen for God’s Word 

SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Shepherd Me, O God 

 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14 OT, page 806 

ONE: The Word of the Lord.  
ALL: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON John 11:1-45 NT, page 104 

ONE: The Word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Can These Bones Live? Megan Klose  

We Respond to God’s Word 

  



   
 

 

* HYMN  Can These Bones Live? 

 

 

 

 

 
© Anna Strickland, 2021. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC. Free for congregational use. 

 
  



   
 

 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  adapted from The Belhar Confession 
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the unity of the 
communion of saints of the entire human family. And we believe that this 
unity of the people of God must be manifest and active, in that we love 
one another; that we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to one another, 
that we share one baptism together, that we eat of one bread and drink of 
one cup together, that we confess one name, one Lord, for one cause, 
with one hope, which is the height and the breadth and the depth and the 
love of Christ, forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Myra Bridgforth 

ONE: Lord in your mercy, 
ALL: Hear our prayer. 

The Prayers of the People are offered on behalf of and with the congregation, usually by an 
elder currently serving on Session (governing council) or other members of the congregation. 

Prayer Concerns 
Bill Armstrong, father of Don Armstrong, preparing for radiation 

treatment 
Phil Duncan, recovering after a recent hospitalization  
Ruby Branscomb, recovering after an assault 
Steven Shaw, in the hospital recovering from a gunshot wound, and his 
   mother, Dot Shaw 
Ronikqua Hammond, friend of Ruby Branscomb, following surgery  

Continued Prayers 
Kris Barth, Sarah Barth, Allan Capon, Neill Ferill, Mike Hugo, Miss Latifa, 
Rusty Lynn, Ruth Mileham, Sharane Patek, Dick Rowberg, Michael Volpe, 
Ken Waugh, Christa Young 

Prayer requests can be sent to Pastor Megan at prayers@fallschurchpresby.org. 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD  

Behold the Lamb of God from The Messiah  G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 

  



   
 

 

* DOXOLOGY  

 

 

 

 
* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

* HYMN 312 Take Us As We Are, O God 

* OUR LIFE TOGETHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST 

* CHARGE AND BLESSING 

* CHORAL BENEDICTION 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License #A-721003. All rights reserved. 

  



   
 

 

Supporting us in Worship 

Worship Leader Myra Bridgforth 
Ushers Edward Newburn, Shelly Skomra 
Audio/Video Alex Hess 
Sanctuary Flowers The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in 

celebration of Martin Lancaster’s 80th birthday by his 
family. 

A Warm Welcome 

Thank you for joining us in worship this morning. Please sign the red welcome pad 
which can be found at the end of the pew, then pass the pad along to your 
neighbor. If you would like to learn more about our family of faith, please visit 
www.fallschurchpresby.org.  

Children in Worship 

Children are always welcome in our services. Child care is available for children up 
to age 4 in Room 201. Parents may drop off and pick up children throughout this 
time. For children 4 years of age and older, Godly Play is offered in Room 59 
following the Passing of the Peace.  

Called Congregational Meeting, today, March 26 

Session has called a congregational meeting for March 26, immediately following the 
10:45 a.m. worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to elect the Pastoral 
Nominating Committee (PNC). The meeting will be held in the sanctuary and 
on Zoom. Zoom Meeting ID: 856 2870 6440 

Holy Week and Easter 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2 
Informal Worship Service Sanctuary 8:30 a.m. 
Traditional Worship Service Fellowship Hall 10:45 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 6 
Meal and Communion Fellowship Hall 6:30 p.m. 
Tenebrae Service Sanctuary 7:30 p.m. 

Resurrection of the Lord/Easter, April 9  
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service Frady Park 7:00 a.m. 
8:45 a.m. Informal Worship Service Fellowship Hall 8:30 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 10:45 a.m. 

https://fallschurchpresby.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=395dc205f87bc8f53992dfbf3&id=6bdb9ff6a6&e=5ab124bbfb


   
 

 

Pastor Transition Notes 

“Surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for ... your future ...”  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

• The Personnel Team is concluding its work of identifying a candidate for 
Transitional Pastor. It will submit its recommendation to Session for a vote at its 
next meeting on April 11. Pursuant to the Book of Order and the Constitution of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA), Session has ultimate authority to hire the 
Transitional Pastor. 

• Please remember to attend the congregational meeting on Sunday, March 26, 
following the 10:45 AM worship service for the purpose of voting to elect the PNC 
that will search for our new called pastor. Your presence is a sign that you support 
those who will do the hard work vital to our future as a faith community, and, in 
practical terms, is needed to be sure we have a quorum that allows us to conduct the 
vote. You may attend in person or on Zoom. Zoom ID: 856 2870 6440.  

• Your attendance is also vital at the all-church retreat where we will share our joys, 
our concerns, our hopes and our expectations, as we begin our search for our next 
senior pastor and head of staff. 

ONE-DAY, ALL-CHURCH RETREAT AT FCPC, SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 9 AM – 3 PM 

Session continues to welcome all input and asks for your prayers and support as we 
continue moving forward together.   
 

 

 

Falls Church Presbyterian belongs to the Covenant Network of Presbyterians, “working for the  
unity of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking understanding and 

reconciliation, and joining with others seeking a still more just and inclusive church.” 

 
 

The Rev. Megan Klose, Associate Pastor 
Diane Maloney, Director of Spiritual Growth and Community Engagement 

Dr. Don Armstrong, Director of Music 
Dr. Lisa Bloy, Organist 

 

Falls Church Presbyterian Church 
225 East Broad Street, Falls Church, VA 22046  

703-532-6518 | www.fallschurchpresby.org 
 

 
 

                  
               Scan the QR code to connect to the mobile version of FCPC’s Online Giving web page. 
 

  

https://fallschurchpresby.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=395dc205f87bc8f53992dfbf3&id=6bdb9ff6a6&e=5ab124bbfb
http://www.fallschurchpresby.org/
https://fcpc.breezechms.com/give/online


   
 

 

 
 



   
 

 

 

 



   
 

 

 
 

 


