
 
 

November 28, 2021 
 First Sunday in Advent 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

Gathering those who fear they are not enough,  
so we may experience grace, wholeness, and renewal as God’s beloved. 

 
 

 

 

Preparing Our Hearts for Worship 

It is for us to see the Kingdom of God as always coming, always pressing in on the present, 
always big with possibility, and always inviting immediate action. 

– Walter Rauschenbusch 

Prelude 
Morning Has Broken          Arr. Don Wyrtzen (contemporary) 

Lighting the Advent Candle Shelly and Rachel Skomra 

ONE: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  
As the Lord has promised, in days to come . . .  

The nations shall beat their swords into plowshares,  Isaiah 2:4 
and their spears into pruning hooks;  

ALL: Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,  
neither shall they learn war any more. 

Welcome 



* Song #92 While We Are Waiting, Come 

 

 

* Please stand 



Opening Prayer 

Scripture  Luke 21:25-36 

Every year the first Sunday in Advent features a gospel reading that looks forward, not to 
Christmas, but to coming of God’s new creation. These are the final teachings of Jesus in the 
Temple prior his arrest the following night. 

"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. 28Now 
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near."  
29Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly 
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  
34"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will 
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that 
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 
the Son of Man."  

ONE: The Word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
Greek icon of the Second Coming, ca. 1700 

Reflection James Sledge 



Offering Gifts and Song #378 (vv. 1 and 2) We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom 

 
 

 

 



Minute for Ministry Chancel Choir Anne Kusterbeck 

Prayers of the People Chuck Hobbie 

The Prayers of the People are offered on behalf of and with the congregation, usually by an 
elder currently serving on Session (governing council). At the end of each petition, we will sing: 

 

 

 
  

Prayer concerns 

Elizabeth Jobes, friend of Gail Warner, who has fallen ill 

Continued prayers 

Kris Barth, Callie Brown, Allan Capon, Geisinger family, Steve Graff, Emma Corina 
Granado, Mike Hugo, Nora Long, Ruth Mileham, Bob Moore, Sharane Patek, Cort 
Peret, Sabra Staley, Lawson Swift, Christa Young 

Prayer requests can be sent to Pastor James at prayers@fallschurchpresby.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:prayers@fallschurchpresby.org


Communion of the People 

Invitation to the Table, Prayer of Thanksgiving, and the Lord’s Prayer 

ALL: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Communion Song #530  One Bread, One Body 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* Song #89 (vv. 1, 2, and 3)  For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits 

 

 

 



Our Life Together as the Body of Christ 

The Peace 

ONE: The peace of Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you, 
everywhere, everywhere, you may go. 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License #A-721003. All rights reserved. 

 

Supporting us in Worship 

Worship Leader Chuck Hobbie 
Ushers Chuck Hobbie, Young Hobbie 
Music David Schoonover 
Audio/Video Andrew Jonas, Diane Maloney 
Fellowship Hall Flowers The flowers today are given to the glory of God from  

Carly Kelly and Christian Beckner in memory of their 
grandparents. 

 

A Warm Welcome 

Thank you for joining us in worship this morning, whether you are with us online or in 
person. If you would like to learn more about our community of faith, please visit the 
church website.   

 

Falls Church Presbyterian belongs to the Covenant Network of Presbyterians, “working for  
the unity of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking understanding and 

reconciliation, and joining with others seeking a still more just and inclusive church.” 

 
The Rev. James Sledge, Pastor 

Diane Maloney, Director of Spiritual Growth and Community Engagement 
The Rev. Megan Klose, Parish Associate 

The Rev. Rusty Lynn, Hon. Ret., Parish Associate 
David Schoonover, Acting Director of Music 

Dr. Lisa Bloy, Organist 
 
 

225 East Broad Street, Falls Church, VA 22046  703-532-6518  www.fallschurchpresby.org  

http://www.fallschurchpresby.org/
http://www.fallschurchpresby.org/


 

 
 

Story Time with Mrs. Burns. Join Mrs. Burns for some stories about hope as we begin the 
new liturgical year with the season of Advent.  Story Time with Mrs. Burns 

Advent Devotionals Now Available. This year we again have two advent devotional books 
available. Each come from Illustrated Ministry and are centered around the central theme: 
God with us! Both devotionals are in a weekly format, not daily. We hope that this will make it 
easier to engage in a new practice through the season of Advent. You can pick one (or both!) 

up this Sunday in worship.  

For Individuals: The stories of Advent are stories for hard times. Jesus was born amid 
upheaval and historical change and among people who seemed powerless. But when the world 
feels hopeless, Advent reminds us God is with us. This Advent resource invites you to explore 
the ways in which Emmanuel, God-with-us, brings us hope, peace, joy, and love, especially 
during hard times. 

For Families: This Advent resource invites your family to explore the ways in which 
Emmanuel, God-with-us, brings hope, peace, joy, and love to your home and community, 
especially during hard times. Use this Advent guide to center your thoughts on the ever-
present hope that sees us through change and challenge. Each week you will explore how the 
good news of God-with-us changes our perspective and gives us courage for each day. We 
rejoice in Jesus’ birth because God is with us! 

Stewardship update. To date we have received 80 estimates of giving totaling $589,560. This 
is a wonderful start. Thank you for your generosity. And if you’ve not yet turned in your 
estimate, please mail in your card or take a moment and complete the online form. 

In-person Christmas Eve services return. FCPC will offer two Christmas Eve services in the 
sanctuary, one at 4:30 p.m. and one at 8:00 p.m. The 4:30 service is family oriented and will be 
a shorter, simpler version of our 8:00 service. It will feature brief scripture readings that tell 
the Christmas story accompanied by familiar carols.  

Online Worship and Meetings 

Story Time Online – Sunday at 8:45 a.m. Story Time with Mrs. Burns 

Worship Service – Sunday at 9:30 a.m. www.fallschurchpresby.org/livestream, 
Sermon.net Media Center, Facebook Live, or YouTube.  

Online Bible Study – Monday at 2 and 7:30 p.m. Zoom Meeting ID: 81356493860 

Tuesday Morning Prayer – Tuesday at 8:45 a.m. Zoom Meeting ID: 104 294 101 

Saturday Morning Bible Study & Fellowship Group – Saturday at 8:00 a.m. Contact 
Tom Koger for meeting information. 

This Week at FCPC November 28- December 4, 2021 
 
 

https://youtu.be/OdJdTMxH4Zo
https://fcpc.breezechms.com/form/85dbc3
https://youtu.be/OdJdTMxH4Zo
https://youtu.be/OdJdTMxH4Zo
http://www.fallschurchpresby.org/livestream
https://fallschurch.sermon.net/main/main/21565954
https://www.facebook.com/FallsChurchPresby/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrBuj4HlUvCT_luTsVWDB1Q
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81356493860?pwd=LzBpajM5U29ndk5Na3NIdkQySGIvQT09
https://zoom.us/j/104294101
mailto:tomkoger17@gmail.com


The 8:00 service will be our traditional Lessons and Carols service with candlelight. We ask 
that all those who are eligible to be vaccinated, and masks are required. Readers are needed for 
the 8:00 service. Contact the office if you would like to help.  

Registration for worship no longer required. But we do ask that all worshipers be masked 
and all those who are eligible to be vaccinated. If you choose not to be vaccinated, please join 
us for worship online. 

Welcome Table, Dec. 1. Join the fun that happens behind the scenes at Welcome Table. 
Click here to volunteer at our next meal. Financial gifts to support Welcome Table are always 
appreciated and can be mailed to the church or sent using the QR code below.  

Reserve your copy of the FCPC Cookbook. Many thanks to all who submitted recipes! Our 
cookbook is full of over 200 great recipes. Cookbooks have been delayed slightly due to 
pandemic-related issues, and they should arrive by early to mid-January. You can reserve your 
copies here. There is a $10 minimum donation per cookbook with all proceeds supporting 
FCPC’s hunger ministry fund.  

NVFS 2021 Contactless Toy Gifting. You can now contribute to Mercy Ministry’s collection 
of new, unwrapped toys to be provided through NVFS (Northern Virginia Family Service) to 

area children from the comfort of your own computer or phone! NVFS has established a secure link 
through which you can order toys from Amazon.com to be sent directly to NVFS’s Oakton 
office for delivery to NVFS’s Gifting for Families headquarters in time for holiday delivery to 
children who otherwise might go without. (Anyone purchasing from this wish list who would 
like a donation receipt can email jwarren@nvfs.org directly with their full name, email address 
or home address, and estimated value of the donation.) Donations can also be dropped off at 
in-person worship or at the church office or at the Nov. 21 Drop & Dash. All contributions 
must be received by Sunday, Dec. 5. For more information: NVFS Toy Drive Wish 
List and NVFS Gifting for Families. 

Online Bible Study: The Letter of Paul to the Romans. Join Pastor Sledge on Zoom 
Mondays at 2 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. for this 10-week study. Bring your Bible and your curiosity as 
we explore God’s grace and the shape of Christian living. Download the lessons here. Zoom 
Meeting ID: 81356493860  

Scan the QR code at right to connect to the mobile version of FCPC’s Online 
Giving web page. 
 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/109376/false#/invitation
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0gb0yUSjhBI_1_kvCtLJ2U66L5352eZg301jgMLEgNFGJfQ/viewform
https://a.co/1UeSd3x
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https://fallschurchpresby.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=395dc205f87bc8f53992dfbf3&id=a399003c2a&e=9c50dd9198
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https://www.fallschurchpresby.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Romans-FCPC.pdf
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