March 22, 2020
4th Sunday in Lent
10:45 a.m.

Gathering those who fear they are not enough,
so we may experience grace, wholeness, and renewal as God’s beloved.

Jesus healing the blind man – Unknown Ethiopian artist

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP

Living is easy with eyes closed, misunderstanding all you see.

– John Lennon

“We do not know what things look like, as you say,” the beast said. “We know what
things are like. It must be a very limiting thing, this seeing.”
– Madeleine L’Engle

We Gather to Praise God
PRELUDE

Still, Still With Thee

arr. Dan Forrest (b. 1978)

WELCOME, CENTERING, AND RINGING OF THE BELL
* CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE:
ALL:
ONE:
ALL:
ONE:
ALL:

The wind of the Spirit is blowing.
We want to catch the wind.
Jesus is calling.
We want to hear his voice.
We gather for worship, longing for God. Come into God’s presence.
We come with joy and singing. Let us worship the Lord!

* HYMN 803

My Shepherd Will Supply My Need

* Please stand in body or spirit

DRAW NEAR TO GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE

Loving God, you are at work in our midst.
The Spirit is moving and inviting us to be a part of your work in the world.
Yet all too often, we miss what you are doing.
We think we know what is possible, and what isn’t, and so we cannot see.
O God, heal our spiritual blindness. Open our eyes and our ears.
Help us to see you and to sense you, so that we may show you to the world.

Silence for personal reflection

SUNG RESPONSE

RECEIVE GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE
* SING GLORY TO GOD

Kyrie eleison (Lord, Have Mercy)

* PASSING THE PEACE

ONE: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

We Listen for God’s Word
SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

John Bell, ©1989 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON
1
2
3

4

5

6

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff —
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

ONE: The Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

Diane Walton Hendricks
ALL: Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you,
everywhere, everywhere, you may go.

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON

John 9:1-41

As (Jesus) walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread
the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.”
He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began
to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then
I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he
does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform
such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that
now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them,

“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and
obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes
of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They
answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they
drove him out.
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is
he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become
blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not
blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now
that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
ONE: The Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

HERE IS AN ASTONISHING THING

James Sledge

We Respond to God’s Word
* HYMN 451

Open My Eyes, That I May See

* RESPONSE OF FAITH

from A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in
the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and
serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the
reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and
binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and
calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for
blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from
the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

ONE: Lord in your mercy,
ALL: Hear our prayer.

The Prayers of the People are offered on behalf of and with the congregation, usually by an
elder currently serving on Session (governing council) or other members of the congregation.
Please keep in your prayers…

Wendy Bognar, daughter of Tobi Brock, recovering from disc fusion surgery
Suzanne Martin and family on the death of her mother, Phyllis DeMass, on March 6
Sgt. John R. Goldsmith, nephew of Frank Burdette, upon his second deployment in
the Middle East
Janet Bickel, undergoing surgery for sciatica on March 23
Chuck and Marty Campbell, parents of Jay Campbell, as Chuck struggles with
Parkinson’s Disease and as Marty cares for him
The Ammons and Schwartz families upon the death of Gail’s mother, Marilyn
Gauzza, and Doug’s recent hospitalizations
James Steele, suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease

Continued prayers for…

Paige Bach, Kris Barth, Cameron Brown, Judy Cornier, Steve Graff, Mike Hugo,
Merry Huley, Linda Issaacson, Doug Jonas, Nora Long, Nancy Lundien, Ruth
Mileham, Bob Moore, Cheryl Naderman, Ruth Nowjack-Raymer, Barbara Peret, Cort
Peret, Stanley Rusher, Cathy Stewart, Lawson Swift, Doris Webb, Doris Williams,
Christa Young
Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request, there are cards in the pew racks that
can be filled out and placed in the offering plate.

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Danny Boy

David Schoonover, baritone
Andrew Jonas, saxophone

arr. Mark Hayes (b. 1953)

* DOXOLOGY

* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

* HYMN 450

Be Thou My Vision

* OUR LIFE TOGETHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST
* CHARGE AND BLESSING
POSTLUDE

“Somewhere” from West Side Story

Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)
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Supporting us in Worship
Video Streaming
Music

Diane Maloney
Andrew Jonas, David Schoonover

Falls Church Presbyterian belongs to the Covenant Network of Presbyterians, “working for
the unity of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking understanding
and reconciliation, and joining with others seeking a still more just and inclusive church.”
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